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Abstract

The research deals with studying the determinants of spatial variation of
ventilation quality and natural lighting in the residential environment of Dekernes
city using geographic information systems. The research came to shed light on the
effect of urban fabric on natural ventilation levels by studying the general effects on
natural ventilation with an analysis of the effect of street characteristics on natural
ventilation quality, and also analyzing the effect of urban characteristics and natural
ventilation quality from the perspective of urban characteristics. The research aims
to monitor the determinants of spatial variation of ventilation quality and natural
lighting and its effect on the residential environment in the city.

The study found that the east and west of the city had the highest
percentages of compatibility of winds and street directions according to their areas.
This was evident in the Mit El-Halouj area, which is located in the southeastern
sector of the city, with a percentage of 11.2%, followed by the Manshiyat El-Salam
area with about 8.4% in addition to the court complex area, with a percentage of
8.3%, but it reached its lowest in the Sayed Abdel Samad area (the market) with
about 4.5%. The Manshiyat Nasser (Kafafi) area was also distinguished by the best
natural ventilation with a percentage of 12.2%, in contrast to the Mit EI-Rumi area,
which decreased due to poor ventilation to reach 2.2%. Natural lighting reached its
peak in the Manshiyat El-Salam area, reaching about 12.7% from the perspective of
the street direction index, while the Mit EI-Rumi area recorded about 3.7%, which
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indicates the poor state of natural lighting there. The study concluded with the results
and recommendations.

Social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, Instagram,
etc have received the attention of the scholars in Media and Communication Studies,
Political Science, Public Administration and other cognate academic disciplines.
From the academic literature produced thus far, it is clear that social media is not
uniformly understood even by those who research, write and publish from a common
epistemic vintage point, which is largely dominated by Westernised consciousness.
As such, this desktop paper employs Afrocentricity as an alternative and contextual
lens to dissect Shepherd Mpofu’s recent Facebook roar. The latter is complimented
by a few rants featured on other platforms including but not limited to WhatsApp
and Twitter. The main argument of this paper is that due to their less regulated nature,
Facebook and other social media platforms have become useful tools for nursing the
tortured consciousness of Mpofu and et al whose egos have been injured by what
appears to be an invalidation of their past intellectual contributions on Gukurahundi.

Keywords:
Dekernes city, ventilation quality, natural lighting, urban fabric
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